on  my  heart  for  a  long  time- 1  just  didn't  know 
how  to  say  it'"  Willis  recounted.  "Here's 
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ChurcFT  helping  spark  food  revolution 

huntington,  (bp)  —  a 

Southern  Baptist  congregation's  empha¬ 
sis  on  health  and  fitness  has  sparked  a 
primetime  television  series  devoted  to 
reversing  a  trend  in  a  city  regarded  as 
one  of  the  nation's  most  obese. 

'I  started  noticing  all  the  health  prob¬ 
lems  we  had  due  to  obesity.  It  sounds  so 
strong,  but  that's  what  it  was,"  said  Steve 
Willis,  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Kenova, 

W.Va.,  in  the  Huntington  area.  "We  had  a 
lot  of  health  issues.  I  also  started  noticing 
when  I  was  traveling  around  to  other  cities 
that  people  were  just  in  a  lot  better  shape. 

"Just  walking  around  the  malls  out  in 
California  and  the  beach  area,  people  were 
in  a  lot  better  physical  condition  than  here," 

Willis  told  Baptist  Press.  "I  remember  say- 

direction 


■  Willis  discussed  the  matter  with  the 
church  leaders  last  summer  and  told  them 
that  even  though  it's  an  uncomfortable  issue 
to  address,  obesity  is  a  serious  problem. 

"Unlike  the  sins  of  pornography  and  just 
about  every  sin  that  we  commit,  people  mat 


singled  out  We  discussed  for  about  a  month 
how  to  go  about  this,  and  they  didn't  really 
feel  comfortable  about  it  but  they  agreed 
that  the  Lord  put  this  on  my  heart  and  they 
agreed  it  probably  was  a  problem." 

The  Fnday  before  Wins  was  planning  to 
broach  the  subject  in  a  sermon,  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention 
released  a  study  dedaring  Huntington  the 
fattest  dty  in  America,  with  nearly  half  of 
the  metro  area  residents  classified  as  obese. 

"I  took  the  report  and  shared  with  the 


Huntington  ckaing  a  quest  to  improve  the  health  of  local  residents. 'the  effort  by  Willis  and 
Oliver  is  the  subject  of  a  six-week  series  on  the  ABC  network.  (BP  photo) 


hard  and  fast  proof  that  we're  the  largest  dty 
in  the  largest  region  in  the  largest  country. 
When  I  say  largest,  we're  the  most  obese.'" 

Amid  the  negative  press  about 
Huntington  that  emanated  from  the  study, 
a  member  of  First  Church  Kenova  called 
the  K-LOVE  Christian  radio  network  to 
report  that  the  church  was  taking  steps  to 
curb  the  epidemic  by  implementing  exer- 
cise  programs  and  healthy  eating  lessons. 

5what  I  did  was  give  an  invitation  and 
say,  'We're  going  to  do  our  own  Biggest 
Loser  here  and  everybody  who  is  more  than 
40  pounds  overweight,  I  want  you  to  join 
ana  I  want  you  to  start  getting  in  shape,'" 
Willis  said.  This  is  what  God  wantsyou  to 
do:  Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your 
heart  soul,  mind  and  strength.' 

"We  talk  a  lot  about  the  heart  soul  and 
mind,  but  we  don't  talk  a  whole  lot  about 
loving  Him  with  all  our  strength.  We  have 
these  covered-dish  fellowship  dinners 
where  we  pile  on  the  food,  and  it's  not 
godly.  Gluttony  is  one  of  the  seven  deadly 
sins,  so  we  needed  to  address  that. 

"We  started  working  out  we  started  eat¬ 
ing  healthier,  we  started  doing  our 
Wednesday  evening  fellowship  meals  a  little 
bit  healthier;  and  K-LOVE  storied  running 


the  story  of  what  we  were  doing,"  Wilhs 
said.  "ABC  picked  it  up,  CNN  picked  it  up, 
the  national  news  wire  picked  it  up,  and 
Jamie  Oliver  heard  about  it  over  in  England." 

Olivet  a  noted  chef  and  media  person¬ 
ality,  had  been  working  on  aproject  with 
school  lunch  programs  in  England  and 
called  First  Church  Kenova  to  inquire 
whether  he  could  help  improve  the 
school  lunch  programs  in  Huntington. 

"I  said,  'Absolutely.  We'd  love  to  have 
you,'"  Willis  said. 

The  result  is  a  six-week  series  on  the 
ABC  network  entitled,  Jamies  Oliver's 
Food  Revolution.  A  crew  started  filming 
in  Huntington  last  fall,  and  they've 
wrapped  up  everything  except  the  final 
10  minutes  of  the  series,  the  pastor  said. 
That  will  happen  after  Easter. 

The  show  focuses  on  the  local  school 
cafeterias,  chronicling  Oliver's  efforts  to 
introduce  healthier  foods  and  methods. 

*Tve  seen  the  showst  and  the  church  is  the 
common  denominator  that  is  always  shown 
in  a  positive  light'  Willis  said.  T  had  a  con¬ 
cern  when  they  first  came  to  town  that  they 
were  going  to  make  us  look  like  dumb  hillbil¬ 
lies  and  a  bunch  of  condescending  Baptists. 

"Usually  ABC  doesn't  necessarily  pre¬ 
sent  Baptist  churches  in  the  best  light 
but  they  assured  me  and  there  were 
some  like-minded  believers  on  the  show 
that  said  we  were  going  to  be  painted  in 
a  positive  manner.  Sure  enough,  they 
have,  all  through  die  show,"  he  said. 

The  film  crew  asked  Willis  to  preach 
again  his  sermon  addressing  obesity,  and 
part  of  that  is  included  in  the  show. 

"They  show  me  working  with  a  family  in 
the  church,  some  visitation  I've  been  doing. 
One  of  the  families  that  goes  to  the  church 


was  having  some  health  problems  due  to 
dietary  issues  and  a  lack  of  exerase.  Then 


As  the  series  unfolds  on  television. 
First  Church  Kenova  continues  to  offer 
exercise  programs  and  special  dinners 
showing  people  how  to  prepare  food  in 
more  healthy  ways  in  an  attempt  to 
reach  out  to  the  community. 

w  are  just  trying  to  raise  awareness, 
Wilhs  said. 

The  pastor  expressed  frustration  with 
fellow  Southern  Baptist  pastors  who  are 
reluctant  to  address  one  of  the  nation's 
fastest -growing  problems. 

"We'll  jump  on  every  bandwagon  and 
talk  about  drinking  ourselves  to  death  and 
smoking  ourselves  to  death,  and  we'll  talk 
about  me  institution  of  marriage,  and  I 
agree  we  need  to  address  those  things,'  he 
said,  "but  more  people  are  dying  and  more 
families  are  being  disrupted  because  of  eat¬ 
ing  disorders  —  gluttony  included  —  than 
these  other  issues.  More  people  are  dying 
due  to  complications  from  obesity  man 
alcohol  and  tobacco  use  combined. ' 

"Why  isn't  die  church  at  the  forefront  of 
this?  Irs  frustrating  to  me  that  nobody 
wants  to  talk  about  this."  Willis  said 

The  secular  media  has  pummeled  him 
with  requests  to  talk  about  the  issue,  and 
the  week  of  die  series  premiere  Willis  was 
in  New  York  to  promote  the  show. 

However  he  hasn't  gotten  much  response 
from  fellow  Christians  "God  wants  us  to 
take  care  of  our  bodies,"  Willis  said.  "As  pas¬ 
tors,  especially  in  Baptist  churches;  people 
see  us  as  hypocrites  vmen  we  address  smok¬ 
ing  and  alcohol  abuse  but  we  don't  address 
issues  concerning  gluttony." 


m 
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Bible  storying  initiative  launched  by  Willis 

.  NEW  OKLBANS  (BP)  —  “Jesus  told  para-  —  ■  Hi*  friend  reolied  tH*»  h™. 


job-  implement  a  Bible  storying- 

“1  realized  then  based  discipleship  program, 
that  70%  of  the  Will*,  agreed  to  the  duDenge 
unreached  people  Real  Life  would  serve  as  a  test 
groups  are  func-  case  for  his  theory, 
txmally  illiterate.’  The  results:  Real  Life,  which 
Willis  recounted,  started  in  1996  with  only  four 
"With  every  effort  I  couples,  now  has  4300  mem- 
had  made  to  try  to  bers.  with  7,000  involved  in 
simplify  disciple-  small  groups.  The  church  has 
ship  and  make  it  as  planted  five  additional  church- 
dear  as  possible,  es  in  the  region  and  trains  other 


stories.  They  pene¬ 
trate  beyond  our 
heads  ana  get  down 
into  our  hearts." 

Willis  and  other 


Willis  is  turning  his  attention  Bible  storying  will 
back  to  discipleship.  He  sees  a  launch  DNA  21: 
parallel  between  the  church's  Discipleship 
struggle  with  disapleship  and  Revolution,  at  New  O 
the  disease  he  has  begun  to hattie.  Seminary  (NOBTS)  on 

Normally,  bone  marrow  m  22-24.  the  launch  will "  be  Willis 
the  human  body  produces  red  simulcast  via  interactive  video  Jesus  tai 
blood  cells,  white  blood  cells,  in  Atlanta;  Orlando,  Fla.;  and  bles,  ai 
and  platelets,  Willis  explained.  Little  Rock,  Ark.  The  confer-  learned 
Red  cells  carry  oxygen  while  ence  will  teach  church  leaders  Willis  ai 
white  cells  fight  viruses  and  how  to  implement  a  Bible  sto-  story  te 
bacteria.  The  platelets  help  the  iying’6isapleship  approach  in  develop 
blood  to  coagulate.  their  churches.  audio  re 

"What  happens  in  leukemia  is  Another  former  IMB  vice  pres-  ries.  The 

an  abnormal  development  in  the  ident,  Tom  FlKff.  will  be  a  with  zet 
DNA  so  that  the  body  produces  keynote  speaker  at  the  event  the  leve 
large  numbers  of  immature  ceils  alcr^;  with  Avery  Willis  and  Jim  leader  v 
that  do  not  do  their  function."  Putman,  pastor  of  Real  Life  Willis  sa 
Willis  said.  “They  don't  carry  Ministries  church  m  Post  Falls,  Id.  in2D0 
oxygen.  They  dan  t  fight  disease  Experienced  Bible  glorying  disci-  the  I 
and  they  don't  dot  -  pie-makers  will  assist  wSh  the  Network 

"We  produce  a  lot  of  [church]  conference  program  in  New  Forum  ( 
members,  but  they  are  not  carry-  Orleans  and  at  the  simulcast  sites.  Thegroc 
ing  out  their  functions  because  "Oir  job  is  to  disciple  the  Willis  c 
we  have  an  overabundance  at  church  using  the  Bible  stories  majority 
abnormal  cells."  God  has  given  us,"  WiHis  said,  pie  who 

Wilbs,  however;  is  calling  for  “The  stories  are  so  rich.  A  person  Abou 


Willis 


Waterproof  Bible 


Bobby  Bardin  and  Michael  Marsee,  wfr 
a’Jon  and  His  Wbtd  often  resulted  in  * 
desire  for  a  waterproof  Bible  was  the  im 
of  Bardin  4c  Marsee  Publishing.  Suitable 
ing  in  the  rain,  soldiers  on  foreign  battle 
new  Christians,  and  fumble-fingere 


with  the  type  actually  imbedded  in  each  plastic  pn 
in  the  NlYNASB,  and  K]V  translations,  there's  eve 
ered  version  for  ladies  who  want  to  soak  in  a  bul 
God's  Word  simultaneously,  Bardin  said.  Serving 
exclusive  writer  for  the  Waterproof  Bible  a  Chud 
former  Arkansas  pastor  whose  love  fur  huntirre  an 
led  him  to  start  the  award-winning  TV  show  Ach 
Outdoors.  "I  know  of  some  hunting  lodges  whoe 
Christians,  and  they  pit!  copies  of  the  Waterproof 
deer  stands  as  a  v-ay  to  witness  to  their  cust 
McAlister.  The  BiKes  can  be  purchased  at  Lifey 
Stores.  For  more : :  (formation,  visit  www.waterprri 
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eavy  and  rough  so  that  the  pain  in 
His  still-fresh  wounds  would  be  maxi¬ 
mized.  He  was  beaten  again  as  he  car¬ 
ried  his  own  instrument  of  death  to 
theplace  of  the  skull. 

There,  he  was  stripped  naked  and  fas¬ 
tened  to  the  crass  he  had  carried  with  the 
Large-diameter,  blunt-end  nails  of  the  day 
that  severed  nerves  and  blood  vessels  with 
great  agony.  His  feet  .were  affixed  in  a  similar 

manner,  configured  so  as  to  make  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  breathe  once  the  cross  was  upright. 

His  cross  dropped  with  a  thud  into 
the  hole  where  it  would  stand,  no  doubt 
tearing  the  flesh  around  the  nails  and 
further  opening  the  wounds.  After  a 
short  while,  insects  attracted  from  hh 


tied  into  the  o 
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and  the  greatest  of  these  is 
tear." 

That's  not  in  the  Bible,  but 
sometimes  I  wonder  if  I  think 
it  is. 

The  United  States  House  of 
Representatives  passed  a 
health  care  reform  bill  last 
week  that  I  and  lots  of  other 
Christians  opposed.  Such  legis¬ 
lation  should  concern  us.  There 
are  some  bad  consequences  for 
the  weakest  and  moat  vulnera¬ 
ble  among  us,  principally 
unborn  children,  but  should  it 
also  concern  us  that  so  many  of 
us  are  talking  today  about  how 
afraid  we  are? 

Is  it  a  problem  that  some  of  us 
who  are  tranquil  as  still  water 
about  biblical  doctrine  and  eede- 
sial  mission  are  red-faced  about 
Nancy  Pdosi  and  the  talking 
heads  on  MSNBC?  Is  it  a  prob¬ 
lem  that  some  who  haven't 
shared  the  Gospel  with  their 
neighbors  in  months  or  years  are 
motivated  to  vent  to  strangers  on 
die  street  about  how  scary 
national  health  care  will  be? 

It's  not  that  I  think 
Christians  should  be  disen¬ 
gaged  from  issues  of  justice. 
God  forbid!  It's  just  that  I  won¬ 
der  If  we  wouldn't  represent 


Don't  be  afraid 

By  Russell  D.  Moore 
Louisxnlle,  Ky. 


Christ  and  His  Kingdom  better 
if  we  did  it  with  a  certain  tran¬ 
quility  of  Spirit,  a  tranquility 
that  signals  we're  not  afraid  of 
the  rise  and  fall  of  temporal 
kingdoms  and  their  policies. 

The  words,  'do  not  fear'  and 
"don't  be  afraid'  are  among  the 
most  common  phrases  on  the 
lips  of  our  Lord  —  in  both  Old 
and  New  Testaments  —  and  on 
die  lips  of  his  angelic  messen¬ 
gers.  I  wonder  why? 

Isn't  it  because  'perfect 
love  casts  out  fear'  (1  John 
4:18)?  Isn't  it  because  we  'did 
not  receive  the  spirit  of  slav¬ 
ery  to  fall  back  into  fear" 
(Romans  8:15)?  Isn't  it 
because  the  Spirit  prompts  us 
not  to  'fear  anything  mat  is 


frightening"  (1  Peter  3:6)? 

ut  fact,  the  Holy  Spirit 
dirough  King  David,  m  a  con- 
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text  far  more  frightening  than 
that  of  our  own,  calls  us  to  "fret 
not  yourself  because  of  evildo¬ 
ers"  who  will  soon  pass  but 
"trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good' 
(Psalm  37:1-3). 

.  Here's  why  this  matters. 
Most  of  us  don't  preach  hell- 
fire  and  brimstone  sermons 
any  more  on  hell  and  God's 
judgment,  but  hellfire  is  exact¬ 
ly  what  Jesus  said  we  should 
fear.  "And  do  not  fear  the  ones 
who  can  kill  the  body  but  can¬ 
not  kill  the  soul,"  our  Lord 
tells  -His  disciples.  'Rather 
fear  him  who  can  destroy  both 
soul  and  body  in  hell' 
(Matthew  10:28). 

Jesus  not  only  teaches  this;  He 
lives  it  Jesus  doesn't  fear  the 
crowds  attempting  to  stone  Him. 
He  doesn't  cower  before  Pilate. 
He  isn't  afraid  of  the  Sanhedrin. 


He's  confident  and  tranquil  even 
when  He's  being  arrested  —  but 
when  he  faces  drinking  from  the 
cup  of  judgment  of  His  Father. 
He  uweats  drops  of  blood. 

1*  we  were  half  as  outraged 
by  nur  own  sin  and  self-decep- 
ticx  as  we  are  by  the  follies  of 
our  political  opponents,  what 
would  be  the  result?  If  we 
rejoiced  as  much  that  our 
names  are  written  in  heaven  as 
we  do  about  such  trivialities  as 
basketball  brackets,  what 
would  be  die  result? 

If  what  you're  afraid  of  is  a 
politician  or  a  policy  or  a  cul¬ 
ture  or  the  future  of  Western 
civilization,  don't  give  up  the 
conviction  but  give  up  die  fear. 
Work  for  justice.  Oppose  evil. 
Do  it  so  that  your  opponents 
will  see  not  fear  but  trust  opti¬ 
mism,  and  affection. 

"So  now  faith,  hope  and  love 
abide,  these  three;  but  the 
neatest  of  these  is  love"  (1 
Corinthians  13:13). 

Fear  God  and,  beyond  that 
don't  be  afraid. 

Moon,  a  Biloxi  native,  is  dean 
of  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 


Ky.  This  column  first  appeared  at 
www.russellmoon.com,  and 
sppcgrs  hen  courtesy  of  Baptist 
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BAPTISTS 

Chase  Sims,  Jones  County, 
is  the  recipient  of  the  2010 
Byrd  Memorial  Preaching 
Award  at  Mississippi 
College.  Shown  are  Harrell 
Byrd,  President  Lee  Royce, 
and  Sims. 


Tammy  King,  president  of 
William  Carry  University, 
presents  a  Bible  to  Tongwen 
Xu,  president  of  Linvi 


Normal  University  in  Lmyi, 
China  during  a  recent  wit  to 
the  Shandong  province. 
WCU  and  Linyi  have  begun 
-  a  teacher  exchange  program 
that  will  indude  exchange 
students  in  the  future.  The 
Bible  is  the  first  book  to  be 
included  as  part  of  a  library 
agreement  between  the  two 
universities.  Shown  are  King 
and  Xu. 


1.  Byrd,  Royce,  and  Sims 


Mountain  College 


and  English  majors 


A  contingent  of  Blue 
Mountain  College  writers 
and  English  majors  recently 
attended  the  Sigma  Tau 
Delta  International 

Convention  in  St  Louis. 
Front  '  row :  Sherreil 

Setfiemires,  sponsor  from 
Ripley;  Chelsea  Harrell  from 
Ripley;  Kimberly  Shelton 
from  Rienzi,  and  Michal 


Roberson  bom  AikabutU. 
Standing:  Andrew  Best  from 
Pride,  La^  Betty  Hearn, 


Huggins  from  Glen. 


2.  King  and  Xu 


k  Travis  scholarship  recipients 
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DINO 

In  Concert 


North  Greenwood 

Baptist  Church 

615  Grand  Boulevard, 
Greenwood,  MS  38930 

Apr.l  24  AT  7  PM 


A  love  offering  will  be  received. 
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4.  Sue  DeLaune,  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  nursing  at  William 
Carey  University,  t  the  lead 
author  of  the  nursing  text 
Fundamentals  of  Nursing: 
Standards  and  Practice  pub¬ 
lished  by  Dehnar  Cengage. 
DeLaune  authored  this 
fourth  edition  with  P.  K. 
Ladner  and  the  textbook  is 
currently  being  used  in  nurs¬ 
ing  schools  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

5.  Mississippi  College  music 
professor  James  Sdater  is 
retiring  mis  spring  after 
devoting  four  decades  of 
service  to  the  Christian  uni¬ 
versity  in  Clinton 
Members  of  the  MC  family 
will  say  thanks  to  Sdater  at 
a  spedal  concert  in  his 
honor  Sunday  April  11  at 
Pro  vine  Chapel.  Friends, 
students  ana  colleagues 
will  perform  his  music  that 
afternoon  at  3  p.m.  The 
event  is  open  to  tne  public. 

6.  The  Blue  Mountain  College 

— -  Ministerial  Association 

recently  awarded  James  L 
Triivis  Scholarships  to  31  stu¬ 
dents.  Lucille  Travis  (center  X 
widow  of  die  late  Dr.  Travis, 
recently  met  with  the  ■  a 


Allen  of  Bethel  Springs, 
Itenrv;  Joshua  Baker  of  Etta; 
Damian  Cantu  of  Aberdeen; 
Charlie  Qsoo  and  Sam  Gsco 
of  Lamar;  Steven  Crews  of 
Huntsville,  Ala.  Kyle  Davis 
of  Spring  Hill  Term.-  Lee 
Davis  of  Southaven;  Lam 
Dickerson  of  Olive  Branch; 
Cole  Edwards  of  Houlka, 
Carey  Gainey  of  Thaxtatv 
Micah  Gilmore  of 
Huntsville,  Abu;  Jonathan 
Greer  of  Meridian;  Corey 
Hall  of  New  Albany; 
Andrew  Harbor  of  Corinth; 
Brad  FfiD  of  Ripley;  Thomas 
Magers  of  Netdeton;  Ray 
Manning  of  Blue  Mountain; 
Bartley  Nethery  of  Corinth; 
Jordan  Norris  of  Hueytowa 
AU^  Joshua  Ray  of  Cordova. 
Term.  Matthew  Reeder  of 
Thaxton;  William  Andrew 
Reeves  of  Corinth;  Kyle 


Rosas  of  Millington,  Term. 
Seth  Sexton  of  Lucedale. 
Tremaine  Sterling  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.;  Logan  Stmchan 
cif  VralnuC  Darnel  Thompson 
of  Blue  Mountain;  Clark 
Whitten  of  Mkhie.  Term.; 
Jarred  Wilson  of  Oxford. 

Wayne  Vandnvec  BSU  direo 

tor  at  Northeast  Mississippi 
Community  College,  took 
students  on  a  mission  trip  to 
North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
during  spring  break.  The  stu¬ 
dents helped  Runyan  First 
Church  with  door-to-door 
survey/ personal  evange¬ 
lism  and  helped  I 
Corinthians  Church  by 
painting  their  kitchen  and 
fellowship  hall.  Students 
involved  were  Kayla. 
Kohutek,  New  Albany  and 
Ross  Phillips,  Corinth 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A 
Church  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

infb<c$msaudiol  lc.com 


P.O.  Bo*  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 
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By  Charles  Marx.  (5 32  -  200 4 
copyrighted  2005 


It  was  still  early  Sunday 
morning  and  I  was  on  my  way 
to  one  or  our  churches  to  speak 
as  I  observed  an  accident.  It 
was  on  the  interstate  at  an 
intersection  where  there  was  a 
long  entry  ramp.  Out  of  the 
comer  of  my  eye,  I  saw  a  car 
that  was  traveling  the  same 
direction  that  I  was,  coming 
down  the  ramp  to  enter  the 
interstate  flow  of  traffic.  I  just 
happened  to  look  over  and  saw 
the  driver  looking  in  my  direc¬ 
tion  but  actually  looking  over 
behind  me.  I  assumed  that  the 
driver  was  trying  to  see  the 


have  been  distracted  by  over¬ 
whelming  problems,  devastating 
experiences*  and  losses  of  which 
they  are  confident  they  cannot 
recover?  They  are  unable  to  see 
the  Lord  show  up  because  they 
are  looking  in  the  wrong  direc- 


]im  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


EVIDRV  EVXM  WZR  ZCEI 


tion.  The  eyes  of  faith  are  always 
looking  in  file  Lord's  direction 
and  for  His  revelation  when  He 
_  „  .  I  mjm  shows  up.  However  if  you  are 

tat  no  one  was  hurt  and  stooped  down  and  was  looking  not  alert  and  looking  for  Him, 
ent  on  down  the  road.  into  the  sepulcher  Her  heart  you  are  captured  onfyby  despair, 
e  you  ever  seen  folks  like  was  broken,  and  you  can  visual-  death,  and  doubt  and  more  Oran 
your  journey?  They  keep  ize  her  weeping,  dropping  her  likely  you  will  never  see  Him. 
g  into  things,  having  head,  glancing  back  into  the  What  is  it  that  has  your  atten- 
and  demolition  expen-  tomb,  and  wondering,  "What  tion?  What  is  it  that  so  overshad - 
ecause  they  keep  looking  now?"  Someone  came  up  and  ows  the  presence  of  Jesus?  What 


VXAA,  EVXCSX  FVTAA  BZCS 


VTCW  ETQX  EVXB;  EVIDRV 
EVXM  SAZBU  DC  El  VXTJXC, 


EVXCSX  KZAA  Z  UOZCR 


EVXB  WIKC. 


to  the  point  where  you  nave  been 
crashing  time  and  time  again, 
still  wishing  you  could  be  on  a 
different  road?  The  thing  that  is 
needed  the  most  is  to  turn  your 
eyes  upon  Jesus,  look  full  in  His 
wonderful  fact,  and  the  things  of 
earth  will  grow  strangely  dim  in  the 
light  of  Ha  glory  and grace. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 


is  fit  for  the  the  ground  she  said,  "They  have 
xi"  (Luke  9*>2).  stolen  the  body  of  my  Lord." 
i  wanted  us  to  Then  the  person  she  thought  was 
at  if  we  live  the  gardener  said,  "Mary. 
asL  we  will  prob-  Can  you  imagine  what  an 
present  It  is  sad  electrifying,  glorious  moment 
us  live  our  lives  that  was  when  He  spoke  her 
ast  and  are  never  name  and  she  recognized  His  jfutral&mbcborg. 
»d.  We  want  to  voice?  It  changed  the  direction 
Dc  about  it  We  she  was  looking.  She  turned  and 
cannot  leave  the  graphed  hold  of  Jesus  only  to 
i  the  future.  hear  Him  say,  "Don't  hold  on  to 
oblems  that  we  me,  I  have  not  yet  ascended  to  FORD  BUS  200 
rst  keep  looking  my  Father."  The  remarkable  ^ 

*kg ‘.that  «h*  was  on  the  verge  L^Tcondi.ioT 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  VU>1K  at 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  IMVV 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442 -0290.  HjU 


VACATION  RENTAL.  GULF  FRONT 

condominium.  Ft.  Walton  Beach, 
Florida.  At  owner  lean  make  your 


SPECIALTY  TREE  SERVICE-  TREE 
Removal  —  Lot  Clearing.  Trimming 
— Stump  Grinding  —  Insured.  Free 
Estimate  —  601-594-2823 


FIRST  CHURCH  DURANT  SEEKS 

full/part  time  Planist/Organlit. 
Please  contact  Robert  Herring  at 
662-739-8787,  rherringfbedu- 
rant0bellsouth.net,  or  the  Church 
office  at  662 -693-31  OS,  firstbaptist- 
dura0bellsouth.net. 

MIDWAY  RAPT  1ST  CHURCH  - 
Lucedale  -  seeking  resumes  for  a  bi- 
vocational  worship  leader,  send  to: 
Music  Committee  -  2206  Howell  Tanner 
Chapel  Rd  -  Lucedale,  MS  39452  or 
email:  mldway.churchOalt.net 
CENTRAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
McComb,  MS  Is  seeking  a  Minister  of 
Music/Worship  Leader.  Traditional 
and  blended  services.  Resumes  may 
be  sent  to  719  3rd  Street,  McComb, 
MS  39648;  fax:  601-684-1642; 
emall:sfcammack#bollsouth.net. 

Phone  (.01-684-1577. _ 

FELLOWSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
seeking  a  P ft  Minister  of  Music.  Send 
resumes  to' Minister  of  Music  Search 
Committee,  14*1  Frye  Rd.,  Starkvllle, 
MS  397S9  or  e-mail  to 
lelkrwshipb0bitls<  xXh.net 
FBC,  8YHALIA,  MS,  A  SOUTHERN 
Baptist  congregation  Ifl  the  greater 


INC  COMPANY, 


Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
662-455-6743. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,  fabrication, 
repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  601-483- 
7958  or  call  800-368-2705.  * 

SEBREN'S  SIDING, 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  IACKSON, 

Christian  owned.  All  home  improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass 
rooms.  601-992-2092,  Don  &  Rita 


BETS  Y'SL  IICABIN0YAHOO.COM 

at  Lake  Lincoln,  $250.00  weekly, 
$60.00  nightly,  601-643-8817  or 
601.940-6841. 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHFRONT'* 

BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS 


Gulf  Shores  and  Orange  Beach, 
Alabama  Best  value  on  the  beach  I 
Lowest  Prices!  Over  25  Top  Quality 
Condos!  Owned  *  Operated  by 
Christian  Family  since  1988 
205-356-0368  or  205-752-1231 
www.gulfshoretcondos.com 
CET  THE  “BEST  RATES  ON: 
Health  Insurance  and  Mcdlcart- 
Supplemcntv  Call  1-800-541-8196  or 


Baptist  congregation  In  the  greater 
Memphis  area,  is  seekfhg  F/T  ftistor 
with  seminary  degree  and  5  yra. 
ftstoral  experience.  Resumes  will  be 
accepted  thro  May  11.  SenrfJo  FBC 
ftwtor  Search  Committee,  PB  Box 
246,  Byhalla,  MS,  38611.  s 
LfMOYNI  BIVT)  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Biloxi,  seeking  Minister  of  Music, 
TrRoltlonal  and  blendM  services. 
E-mail  reiupies  to 

lhbcaecfeurv0vahab.com. 

FB(!  FUfbN,  MS  1$  SEEKING  A  F/T 
£’£h„Minl3fr  send  resumes  to 

P.  Q  Box  400/ jukon,  Ms.  18841,  or  lax 
*62-86057*9  or  E-mail  to 


S.0II  1  WIT I  *D  I  TO  U1 

visit  www  TbmednauranuOnline.corn 
STAINED  CLASSt  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass. 
lacksoh.  601-502-0202. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FRET 
atfmiles.  Davis  Llpbotaety,  Quitman. 


MS  A  Al  tinea  1992, 
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Journal  of 


should  work  through 
trials  and  suffering. 
After  the  regular 
church  meetings,  sev¬ 
eral  members  pitched 


by  Tony  Martin) 


give  generously,  even 
m  the  midst  of  tragedy. 

live  church  worshipped  on  the  disaster 
site  Mat  29  after  the  tornado,  and  since  then 


the  earthquake.  We've  never  considered 
not  giving.  It  never  came  up,  any  idea  that 
'we  need  to  stop  giving.'  It  was  assumed 
by  us  that  we'd  continue  to  give.  No  matter 

_  _ _  what  has  happened  to  us,  there  are  mis- 

nishts  at"the  South'  Fork  Fish  House  in  sionaries  who  still  need  money." _ 

Magee  "We  tried  to  continue  all  the  same  Wfesbrooks  has  been  at  the  church  for 
ministries  we  always  have."  said  Wesbrooks,  almost  eight  years.  It's  just  a  giving  and 
"but  some  of  them  have  been  abbreviated,  praying  ™rch  Our  theme  j^bf”*** 
For  instance.  Vacation  Bible  School  was  rremam  fatthful,  focused,  patoenL jmdtogf™- 
scaled  back.  Wfe  try  to  do  everything  we  have  er/  and  we've  worked  hard  at  that  Wfe  ty  to 
done  in  the  past  —  RAs,  GAs,  Mission  stay  faithful  to  attendance  and  focused  on 
Friends,  and  everything  else.'  minisLy  d<^  the  sa^  things  w^verh^ 

Now  the  church  il  about  to  finish  its  done  and  that  mdudes  giving.  I've  shared 
rebuild  on  the  same  site.  Plans  are  to  cel-  with  our  church  diat  we  can  be  an  example  to 
ebrate  on  May  2  with  the  church's  home-  other  diurdw,  m  every  area,  of  giving  and 
coming,  100-year  anniversary,  and  a 


nity."  After  the  storm,  the  church  was 
flooded  with  phone  calls  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  people  desiring  to  help  rebuild. 


» 
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2.  Pike  Aseociation  mission  I 


; 

I 


Port  Gibson  Church,  Port 
Gibson,  is  having  the 
Lord's  Supper,  6  p.nv,  Apr. 
1;  Good  Friday  services,  6 
p.m.,  Apr.  2;  Easter  egg 
hunt  Apr.  3,  2:30  p.m.,  and 
Easter  services  and  cantata 
Apr.  4, 11  a.m. 

Pike  County  Association 
sponsored  a  mission  trio  to 


mm?. 


11  -  20.  Shown  are  parti ci- 

Kmts  Veronica  and  Sara 
oak,  Bogue  Chitto; 
Smittie  Buie,  Magnolia; 
Paula  and  Ron  West,  pas¬ 
tor,  Calvary  Church;  Jan 
and  Erika  Yiljoen  of  S. 


aitu  iMTdM 

Ministries,  Doug  Lawrence, 
Femwood,  ana  in  front 
Lisa  Jammack.  Magnolia. 

3.  Lebanon  Association  held 
a  Women  on  Mission 
Brunch  recently,  with 
Nineteenth  Avenue  Church 
hosting  the  event  with  32 
guests.  Monty  Bounds, 


Shown  are  the  partiripan». 

4.  First  Church,  Quitman, 
collected  enough  funds  to 
send  317  Buckets  of  Hope 

to  Haiti. 

5.  *  Longview  Church, 

Starkville,  held  a  deacon 
ordination  Mar.  21  for 
Edwin  Neal  MitchelL  Sr. 
Shown  are  Mitchell, 
Barbara  Anderson 

Mitchell,  and  interim  pas¬ 
tor  Doyle  Cumming. 


6.  New  I  U  nleyfield  Chuurch, 
Pearl  River  Association, 
ordained  four  deacons  Mar. 
21.  Shown  are  Byron  and 
Renee  Burge,  Doug  and 
Carolyn  Lee,  pastor  Drew 
Dabbs,  Miznon  and  Mark 
Kellar,  and  Melissa  and 


7.  Trinity  Church,  Neshoba 
had  over  25 


Find  It 


Plan  for 


Mis*  si 


members  praying  at  the 
Neshoba  County  court¬ 
house  Mike  Can;  pastor. 


8,  Stonewall 


Stonewall,  and  Enterprise 
Church,  Enterprise,  met 
together  for  the  annual 
Mom  ,ind  Me  event  at 
Camp  warayw*,  Clinton. 
Show  n  are  the  participants. 

9.  Hopewell  Church, 

McCool,  had  a  deacon 
Ordination  Feb.  21.  Shown 
are  pastor  Timothy  Black; 
deacons  Don  Miller,  Bobby 
Dorsey,  and  Ken  Adcock; 
and  Roger  Griffith. 
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6.  New  Henleyfield  Church 


7.  Trinity  Church,  Neshoba  Association 
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8.  Stonewall  and  Enterprise  Churches 


>*'•  9.  Hopewell  Church,  McCool 
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r  of  a  small  Doha  church,  it  is  my  privilege  to  say  that  wo  have  supported  the  Cooperative 
>r  the  years  with  great  enthusiasm.  This  past  year  was  no  different  We.  through  the 
Program,  are  able  to  join  hands  with  fellow  believers  in  an  effort  to  help  further  the  cause 
glad  to  be  a  part  of  helping  undergird  so  many  avenues  of  ministry.  We  look  forward 
tion  in  the  wock  that  we  all  share  toaether." 


“1  am  so  blessed  for  a  lifetime  of  supporting  all  facets  of  our  Lord's  work  through 
the  Cooperative  Program.  I  am  grateful  for  learning  about  commitment  to  the 
Cooperative  Program  in  the  early  1950s  at  First  BC.  Coffeevilte  and  being  blessed  to 
here  at  Bethel  since  1994." 
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2010  Cooperative  Program 


First  Person:  Celebrating  the  Cooperative  Program 

Bv  David  Michel  I - — — - - 1  A  O 


By  David  Michel 


is  time  tor  careful  evaluation-  institutions  are  strong  enough  to  swnaj  demands  of  the  21 

^tte.haric^n8ed'lr‘ 

1  highlight  a  few  that  may  be  compete  for  church  offerings  Several  firststrp  cc 

TheWnoalstabditypSS  bonTnrwy be  m  order  A 
alleled^lfrZ^}^  ~  When  Cooperative  through  cooperative  giving  h»  rrussona]  responsibility 

Cooperative  Prr»ra  Program  was  first  approved,  mis-  created  unintentional  compete  oping  good  stewards.  W 
s»n  boards  and  other  convention  lion  among  various  organization-  thTbsttane  your  con* 
%?***,  r^perMi^  from  a  al entihesS, Southern lapdst life  conducted  a  ££^2 
;  ^-^efiat  portion.  Money  When  the  Cooperative  emphasis?  The  easiest 
of  a  was  borrowed  each  year  m  the  Program  was  first  approved,  a  increase  mission  aft 
R^rveiSTZ^  ^  *«  g*»  duri^lie  year  smiling  regional^mZ-  mcre^ tuZZer  rfl 
Soufi^rn**  BantU^?  ^  a  wilingly  confessed  that  a  who  tithe  The outstandi 

Vhat  ■^‘^gt^te  CHunh  ieaders  global  missions  assignment  ben  first  realized  m  the 

t2f!?Lto  nw®8n*zed  how  untenable  that  could  never  be  adequately  lion  campaign  cam. 
ause  such  a  loes  of  sta-  scenario  was  and  were  willing  to  addressed  except  through  dchiv  increased  enro  over  a 

ftTdSSSESS  e™.  coopS^TdS:  S5rJC5,°Si 

oftenng  to  pul  nrnon  each  association.  and  each  state  the  new  global  challenge 

iple  ??nvytbon  '«ded  *•»  CO*  WM^brpZ 

^?°Pe«t«ve  Today,  thanks  to  the  financial  boned  strength  and  financial  through  sacnficalsvew 

iCSTnow  ^abdlty.  Sr^rted  ^  7f»  °*  resounw  dT  its  neighboring  A-Srond  m.ssiTnZ 

fetmfMBsZtflSkfc  C°°^.W.^8rTg°Ui  BjPtlst  entities.  Hence,  the  biHty  of  churches  is  cor 
lntcnu.  (1925  2010)  it  mission  boards  and  educational  agreement  to  "ehcit  and  com-  al  interdependence.  V 

_ _  bme"  missionaJ  energies  m  "one  one  another 


Every  year  in 
April,  Southern 
Baptists  set  aside  a 
day  to  celebrate  the 
Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  This  year,  the 
special  Sunday  is 
April  11. 

Since  1925  the 
Cooperative  Program 
has  provided  the 
financial  infrastructure 
for  stabilizing  our  glob¬ 
al  missions  enterprise. 


ordained  Daniel 

Thompson  to  the  Jgospel 
ministry  Mar.  14.  Shown 
are  pastor  Donnie 
Schuman  and  Thompson. 

2.  The  youth  of  Neshoba 
Church,  Union,  visited  the 
church's  widows  and  wid¬ 
owers  Valentine's  Day, 
bringing  puppets,  Valentine 
cards  arid  a  big  hug.  Shown 

-are  the  participants. 

3.  Pleasant  HU1  Church, 
Tippah  County,  held  ordi¬ 
nation  services  for  new 
deacons  Pat  Hopper, 
Justin  Sea wright,  Stacy 
Banks,  ana  James 
Harrison,  minister  of 
music.  Shown  are 
Harrison,  Ray  Owen, 
Bates,  Lyndell  Davis, 
Seawright,  J.W.  Kellum, 
Hopper,  and  Larry 
Wiloanks. 

4.  Tomnolen  Church, 

Euproa,  will  host  the 
Greenes  in  concert  Apr. 
10,  7  p.m.  A  love  offering 
will  be  received. 

5.  Crestview  Church,  Petal, 
is  having  Easter  services 
Apr.  4  including  a  church- 
wide  breakfast  at  8  a.m., 
services  at  9  a.m.,  and  an 
Easter  egg  hunt  at  10  a.m. 

6.  The  youth  and  leaders  of 

Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  sponsored  a 
Valentine  banquet  Feb.  13. 
Ray  Moody,  pastor. 

7.  Corinth  Church, 

Heidelberg,  will  hold 
Easter  Sunrise  services 
Apr.  4,  6  a.m.  The  choir 
will  present  the  cantata. 
The  Offer  Still  Stands. 
Chris  Wells,  pastor. 


derived  from  designated  offer  - 
mgs  through  the  Lottie  Moon 
dirirererei  Offering  '•’’’far 

International  Missions  and  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
for  North  American  Missions. 
The  desire  of  individuals  to  con¬ 
trol  their  contributions  along 
with  a  growing  mistrust  of  insti¬ 
tutional  effectiveness  has  eroded 
our  confidence  in  unified  giving. 

The  early  success  of  the 
Cooperative '  Progiam  led  to  a 
take  sense  of  security  that  we 
had  solved,  once  and  for  all  the 
challenge  of  missions  funding. 
The  $75  Mahon  Campaign  was  a 
five-year  precursor  to  the  adop- 


The  next  forty  years  of  success 
and  church  growth  gave  the  fake 
impression  that  all  was  settled. 

Then  m  the  Late  twentieth  oen- 
huy,  the  po6t-Christendom  revo¬ 
lution  shocked  Southern  Baptists 
into  new  missions!  awareness. 
Our  churches  have  lost  moral 
influence  in  the  Deep  South. 
Militant  Islam  has  threatened 
world  security.  .American  public 
policy  has  shaken  loose  from  its 
ludeoChristian  foundation,  and 
hundreds  of  unreached  people 


Michel  is  associate  executive 
director  for  mission  strategy  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board  in  Jackson.  He 
|  can  he  reached  at 
mis-  dmicheWmbch.org 
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Small  church  equals  big  heart 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Crossview  Church  in 
Brandon  is  typical  of  many 
churches  across  the  state  of 
Mississippi.  With  an  average 
Sunday  School  attendance  in 
the  mid -50's  and  70-75  peo¬ 
ple  in  worship.  Crossview 
might  be  any  Baptist  church 
in  any  area  of  the  state.  What 
is  notable  about  the  church  is 
its  desire  to  give  sacrifidally 
to  causes  outside  the  church 
itself,  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  and 
other  missions  offerings. 

The  church  was  begun  as  a 
plant  from  another  church  in 
1966  and  has  had  three  pastors 
in  those  years.  Current  pastor 
Don  Williams  has  served 
Crossview  for  18  years.  A  bi  vo¬ 
cational  pastor,  he  also  works 
at  First  Church,  Richland. 
What  is  significant  about 
Williams'  tenure  at  Crossview 
is  how  he  has  led  the  church  to 
be  generous  givers  toward 
missions  even  m  the  midst  of 
ongoing  building  programs. 

The  numbers  tell  part  of  the 
stray.  In  2009,  the  church  — 
with  124  resident  members, 
according  to  2006  reports  - 

give  almost  $12,000  to  the 
ooperative  Program.  Total 
contributions  to  the  church 
totaled  $181,640,  with  $53,574 
of  that  amount  used  for  CP  and 
including 


Christmas 
Offering,  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering,  the  Margaret 
Lackey  State  Missions  Offering, 
and  die  Baptist  Children's 
Village.  Their  giving  has 
remained  consistent  even  dur¬ 
ing  extensive  building  pro¬ 
grams  at  the  church. 

“When  1  first  came  to  the 
church,  it  was  meeting  in  two 
mobile  chapels,'  said 
Williams.  The  mobile  chapels 
were  trailers  once  provided 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  for  tempo- 
rary  space  needs. 

"The  Board  provided  one, 
and  we  had  another.  When  I 
began  here,  the  church  had 
already  adopted  plans  for  a 
building,  which  is  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  ana  educational  space,' 
Williams  continued.  "I 
became  the  pastor  in  March  of 
'92,  and  by  September  we 
started  this  building.  It  took 
about  a  year  to  get  the  first 
phase  or  the  byflding  built. 
We  were  able  to  get  this  all 
finished  and  paid  for  within 
ten  years,  and  that's  one  of 
the  reasons  we've  been  able  to 
give  to  missions  emphases. 
We  really  made  strides  in 
doing  mission  work  in  the  last 
five  or  six  years.' 

The  church's  new  building 
will  be  what  Williams  calls  a 
'family  fellowship  center."  It 
will  consist  of  a  fellowship  hall, 
kitchen,  and  bathrooms.  "We 
want  to  reach  some  younger 
families,'  Williams  said,  "and 
this  building  will  help." 


Williams,  Cross  view  Church, 

their  new  family  fellowship  center,  currently  under  construction. 
The  church  has  been  able  to  undertake  two  major  building  projects 
in  the  last  1 8  years  without  compromising  giving  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  or  other  mission  causes.  (Photo by  Tony  Martin) 


How  has  the  church  been 
able  to  take  on  such  ambitious 
projects  and  remain  faithful 
In  Cooperative  Program  and 
missions  giving? 

"We  are  usually  in  some  sort 
of  mission  campaign,'  said 
Williams,  "and  people  are  gen¬ 
erous.  We've  learned  the  value 
of  giving  to  missions,  and  that 
has  been  one  of  the  trig  keys  to 
our  ongoing  success.  People 
have  caught  on  to  this.  They 
have  seen  the  real  thing  about 
giving,  about  what  God  will 
ao.  Ifwe  stay  in  step  with  God 
in  missions,  we  believe  that 
God  will  bless  the  church  finan¬ 
cially."  For  example,  die  church 
led  Rankin  Association  in  per 
capita  giving  toward  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Ottering  in  2008. 

Church  members  have  been 
faithful  to  give  beyond  their  reg¬ 
ular  offerings.  "We  might  see  a 
couple  of  Sundays  that  have 
been  low,  but  we  get  caught  up," 
said  Williams.  *T^5l!hpWze 
in  my  preaching  what  God  does 
when  we  give.  Our  folks  see 
what  is  going  on  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  we  have  missionary 
speakers  visit,  and  people  step 
up  to  the  occasion.  Even  with 
that,  our  people  see  the  need  to 
reach  the  upcoming  generation. 


reach  the  upcoming  generation, 
and  thaf s  why  they've  been  so 
willing  to  give  and  to  get  behind 
our  new  building." 


Williams  is  plainspoken 
when  it  comes  to  the 
Cooperative  Program. 

"This  is  one  area  where  we 
can  help  our  missionaries  and 
mission  causes,"  he  said.  "It 
also  helps  our  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  and  other  causes.  I've 
seen  churches  that  don't  par¬ 
ticipate  in  CP,  and  they  have 
missionaries  that  have  to 
raise  their  own  support.  CP  is 
a  tool  that  is  beneficial  to  all 
areas  of  the  convention. 
Without  it,  where  would  our 
workers  .be?  It  gives  us  the 
chance  to  be  part  of  some¬ 
thing  bigger  than  ourselves. 

"God  has  really  been  good 
to  our  church,  Williams 
states.  "He's  given  us  folks 
that  have  the  same  passion 
about  missions  that  I  have. 
There  is  no  way  we  could  do 
what's  being  done  without 
some  means  such  as  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  our 
mission  boards. 

"When  I  settled  that  the 
Lord  didn't  want  me  to  go  to 
the  missiop  field,  that  He 
wanted  me  to  stay  and  pastor 
a  church,  I  promised  Him  that 
I  would  raise  up  a  church 
somewhere  that  would  stand 
firm  on  missions.  I  think  die 
reason  He  has  blessed  has 
been  because  we've  stayed  in 
step  with  Him."  • 


Prolifers:  Obama  abortion  executive  order  is  worthless 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  US. 
President  -  Barack  Obama's 
March  24  signing  of  an  execu¬ 
tive  order  related  to  federal 
funding  of  abortion  did  noth¬ 
ing  to  placate  pro-life  oppo¬ 
nents  of a  new  health -care  law. 


controversial  health-care  reform 
measure,  the  president  issued  an 
executive  order  the  White  House 
said  would  apply  longstanding 
restrictions  on  government  sup¬ 
port  of  abortion  to  the  new  Btw. 

The  signing  of  the  order  con¬ 
trasted  sharply  with  that  of  the 
health-care  legislation.  Whereas 
the  March  23  signing  of  the  bill 
into  law  came  before  a  packed 
East  Room  of  cheering,  support¬ 
ers,  Obama  endorsed  the  execu¬ 
tive  order  with  14  congressional 
Democrats  and  no  reporters 
gathered  in  the  oval  office. 

The  order,  nearly  all  pro-life 
organizations  say,  does  little  to 
prevent  federal  money  under 
the  legislation  from  being  used 
to  fund  abortions  or  subsidize 
insurance  plans  that  cover 
abortions.  It -addresses  only  a 
couple  of  the  provisions  of  con¬ 
cern  for  pro-lifers,  and  it 
addresses  at  least  one  of  those 
inadequately,  according  to  the 
legal  pro-life  organization 
Americans  United  for  Life. 

Federal  courts  are  almost 
assured  of  ruling  in  favor  of  the 
language  in  the  la  w,  not  in  the 
executive  order,  pro-lifers  say. 
In  addition,  Obama  or  any 
future  president  could  rescind 
the  order  at  any  jtime. 

“The  executive  order  does 
not  carry  the  force  of  law,’  said 
Richard  Land,  president  of  die 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  Si 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
in  Nashville  'This  is  why  the 
U.S.  Conference  of  Catholic 


Bishops  made  it  dear  that  the 
executive  order  did  not  'begin 
to  address  the  problem'  of  pro¬ 
tecting  the  unborn,  and  the  rea¬ 
son  is  simple:  The  courts  have 
made  it  dear  that  an  executive 
order  does  not  stand  up  to  laws 


over  four  decades  of  federal 
courts  mandating  that  abortion 
is  required  in  federal  health¬ 
care  programs  unless  Congress 
dearly  forbids  such  funding.' 

An  amendment  sponsored  by 
Reps.  Bart  Stupak,  D.-Mich,  and 
Joseph  Pitts.  EL-Pa,  extended  the 
current  restrictions  on  federal 
funding  of  abortion  to  tire  health¬ 
care  legislation  The  House  of 
Representatives  approved  that 
amendment  as  part  of  the  bill  it 
passed  in  November  The  Senate 
version  that  returned  to  the 
House  and  gained  narrow  pas¬ 
sage  March  Zldid  rot 

"The  Stupak-Pitts  amend¬ 
ment  would  have  forbidden 
federal  funding  of  abortion. 
Land  told  Baptist  Press  on 
March  25.  'President  Obama's 
executive  order  does  rot' 

Land  minted  to  the  failure  of 
thelTanned  Parenthood 
Federation  of  America  to  otter 
meaningful  criticism  of  the  exec¬ 
utive  order.  Planned 

Parenthood  is  the  country's 
leading  abortion  provider  Its 
affiliates  performed  more  than 
305,000  abortions  in  the  last  year 
for  which  statistics  are  available. 

“Why  has  Planned 

Parenthood  been  relatively 


answering:  'Because  they 
know  that  [the  executive  order] 
will  be  trumped  by  the  federal 
courts.  Planned  Parenthood  is 
already  looking  for  a  woman 
who  will  go  to  a  federally  fund¬ 
ed  clinic  and  ask  for  an  abor- 


#  V  ^Saturday,  April  10,  2010 

jfr  6:00  p.m. 

Indoors  open  at  5:15  p.m. 

y  North  Greenwood 
*  Baptist  Church 

Ik  615  Grand  Blvd. 

Greenwood,  MS  •  662-453-2801 

♦  Tickets  are  on  sale  at  NGB 

or  www.itickets.com 
cSfe  $10  per  person  or 
$1 5  at  the  door, 
^*$8  per  person  for  group  of 
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EXECUTIVE  ORDER  SIGNED  —  U.S.  Presrfert  Barack  Ob 
24  reamiqg  federal  fining  of  abortion  in  tie  new  heafch 
Stupak  of  Mrhiean  (immediately  to  Obama's  right)  *«d  13 
photo  coute^r  <3  The  iMiite  House) 


tion  and,  if  she  is  refused,  will 
go  into  court,  and  the  executive 
order  will  be  stricken  down.' 

Family  Research  Counci] 
President  Tony  Perkins  said  in 
a  written  statement  after 
Obama  signed  the  order.  “The 
White  House  was  right  to  keep 
the  event  low-key  because  the 

ttung.  The  order  ts,  as  Planned 
Parenthood  President  Ceole 
Richards  painted  out  'a  sym¬ 
bolic  gesture'  that  has  absolute- 

\v  no  bearing  on  what  |Kt  le|gk> 

la  two  does  and  does  rot  fund  * 
Stupak,  who  led  a  half-dozen 
other  Democrats  who  agreed  to 
sign  the  health-care  mD  after 
Obama  promised  the  executive 
order,  attended  the  signing  cere¬ 
mony  m  the  oval  office  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  defend  the  document 
"This  Executive  Order  pro¬ 
tects  the  sanctity  of  life," 
Stupak  said  in  a  written  release 
after  the  signing.  Today's  sign¬ 
ing  was  me  culmination  of 
many  months  of  hard  work  to 
pass'  legislation  that  provided 
our  nation  with  much-needed 
health  care  reform  while  pro¬ 
tecting  the  sanctity  of  life.' 


tmlal^BaiexecuiiieadEraiMadi 
law  Witnessing  (be  signing  are  Rep,  Ban 


Land  said,  "Congressman 
Stupak  and  his  pro-life 
Democrat  colleagues,  who  did 
provide  the  critical  margin  of 
victory  far  ObamaCare.  have 
traded  their  pro-life  heritage  for 
a  mess  of  pottage,  and  the  pot¬ 
tage  wiO  soon  be  turned  over.' 

The  decision  by  the  small 
group  of  Democrats  who 
identify  themselves  as  pro-life 
to  support  the  health-care  bill 
has  continued  to  cost  them 
with  organizations  who  ocevv- 


nease  the  number  of  abor- 
ns.  It  permits  the  funding 
insurance  plans  that  cover 


anyone  who  has  a  plan  that  cov¬ 
ers  abortion  —  even  a  or 
ekteriy  woman  —  aunt  pay  a 
separate  fee  to  cover  abortion,  m 
addition  to  his  or  her  premium. 

The  law  also  aUraks 


The  Right  to  Life  of  Michigan 
Political  Action  Committee 
announced  an  March  24  it  had 
rescinded  its  endorsement  of 
Stupak  in  his  re  election  cam¬ 
paign.  The  West  Virginians  far 
Lite  PAC  said  an  March  22  it 
would  oppose  the  re  election  of 
Democratic  Reps.  Alan  MoBchan 
and  Nick  Rafufl  si  November 

The  House  approved  the 
Senate  version  of  health-care 
reform  in  a  219-212  vote. 
Thirty-four  Democrats  Joined 
all  178  Republicans  in  voting 
against  the  measure. 

Many  pro-life  advocates 
say  the  new  law  could 


of  Michigan  try's  1.200-plus 


mg  the 
farffia 


1.  Plain  way  Church,  Laurel:  Homecoming, 
Apr.  4;  morning  service  fallowed  by  dinner 
on  the  grounds;  Haro^  Ishee.  speaker; 
Colette  knee,  music. 

2.  First  Church,  Hazlehurst:  Homecoming 
and  revival  Apr.  18  -  21;  Sun..  10:30  a  m., 
followed  by  lunch  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  6:30  pan.;  Robert  Hanvey,  Lee 
Allread,  Chns  Goolsby,  and  Don  Gann, 
speakers;  Roy  Daughdrill  Aaron  Odom. 
Jay  Johns,  Jennifer  Custer.  Gary  Watts. 
4given  Quartet  and  the  First '  Church 
Children’s  Choir;  music. 

3.  Willow  Grave  Church,  Collins:  Youth  led 
revival  Ape  16  -  18;  Fri.  -  Sat,  7  pm;  Sun.  11 
a-m.  and  6  pm;  Luke  Johnson,  speaker;  Daniel 
Lee,  music  Rocky  Hokton.  pastor. 


site,  said  that  white  none  at  the 
community  health  centers  cur¬ 
rently  perform  abortions,  it  is 
theoretically  possMe  they  could 
do  so  under  the  bill's  hmure. 

Tf  you  focus  on  the  teamed 
possibilities  —  which  is  an 
entirety  legitimate  thmg  to  do  — 
who  can  say  whether  a  court 
might  rale  that  without  a  speof- 
k  protdbibon  abortions  amid  be 
permitted?"  the  website  asked. 


Leflore  Church.  Hnlmmh:  Revival  Apr  11  - 
H;  Sim,  1045  am.  and  6  pan,  Mon.  -  Wed,  7 
pan.- Larry  lOgore.  speaker 


High  land  Church.  SenatobtK  Revival  Apt  11 
- 14;  Sun,  11  ajn.  and  5  pun. Men.  -  Wed,  630 


P-m,  Jere  Phillips,  speaker  Glenn  Herring, 
music  Greg  Hurl  pastor 


-  21;  Sun,  1030  am  and  630  pan. 
Wed,  7  pan,-  Bud  Pinker  speaker 
Blakmev  music. 


Green  Valley  Church.  Pontotoc.  Revival  Apr 
4-7;  Sun.  1030  am.  Mon  -  Wed,  7  pan; 
Kevin  Merritt  speaker  Marilyn  Gillespie, 
music  Floyd  Lamb.  pastor 


Aren.  1.  2010 


I  Shelters  give  new  hope  to  tsunami  vitims  in  Chile 

TIRUA,  Chile  (BP)  —  Wiping  tears  tion  of  the  family's  home  that  wasn't  JTT|  1  B 

from  her  eyes,  the  21-year-old  mother  damaged,  because  aftershocks  contin-  I  Y*  f  A' 

thanked  Baptists  for  providing  shelter  ue  "I'm  afraid  that  the  tremors  are  ■§  f  I  I  1  i 


Tirua,  Chile.  "We  are  very  thankful.  We  are  swept  away,  strewing  debris  and 
going  to  sleep  under  a  roof  tonight  and  not  belongings  along  the  Tirua  River  that 
on  the  ground."  feeds  into  the  ocean.  Local  authorities 

She  and  her  family  had  been  living  in  also  are  providing  food  at  a  school 
a  makeshift  lean-to  pieced  together  by  located  at  the  bottom  of  the  town's  hill, 
her  husband  Rodrigo  after  the  family  had  The  bread  store  where  20-year-old 
to  fled  to  higher  ground  to  escape  an  Rodrigo  worked  as  a  baker  was  dam- 
earthquake-induced  tsunami  on  Feb.  27.  aged.  Looters  stole  all  thp  equipment. 

"We  didn't  know  what  we  would  Rodrigo  volunteers  at  the  school, 
have  done  if  you  hadn't  come,"  Rosa  helping  distribute  food  and  clothing 
said  of  the  Chilean  Baptists  and  volun-  until  tne  bread  store  reopens  or  he  can 
teers  from  Second  Church  in  find  another  job. 

Russellville,  Ar.,  who  delivered  the  she!-  It  may  take  families  several  years  to 
ter  on  March  24.  "We  didn't  have  any  rebuild,  to  make  repairs  or  to  add  on  to 
other  options  open  to  us."  temporary  shelters  to  make  them  more 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Feb.  27,  an  permanent,  said  International  Mission 
earthquake  crumbled  their  roof.  Less  Board  missionary  Trent  Tomlinson, 
than  an  hour  later  r  tsunami  crashed  Rodrigo  agreed.  "This  will  be  our  home 
into  their  Pacific  coast  town.  Rosa  and  for  a  while,"  he  said. 

Rodrigo  grabbed  their  two-year-old  Tomlinson  realized  this  area's  need _ _ 

daughter  while  Rosa's  mother  Luz  while  he  and  fellow  missionaries  house,  boat  and 

pushed  her  30-year-old,  wheelchair-  Anders  Snyder  and  David  Hines  feeling  desperate 

bound  daughter  up  a  steep  hill  amid  drove  through  it  to  assess  damage  two  do,"  Arias  said.  ‘ 

neighbors  running  and  cars  racing  to  days  after  the  quake.  About  50  people  out  of  the  hands 

es<2Pe  ,  ,wave  ,  representing  churches  from  several  His  shelter  is ! 

The  older  daughter  is  living  with  denominations  met  in  Tomlinson's  section  of  town  c _ _ _ 

other  relatives,  while  Luz  stays  with  home,  forming  a  plan  to  fan  out  and  (New  Hope).  "I've  got  new  hope  now  to 

Rosa  and  her  family  on  the  hill.  They  meet  needs  generated  by  the  disaster.  1 - <•  .  -  .  . 

kad  been  shmrwng  in  a  tarp-covered  "This  is  an  open  door,"  Tomlinson 
•nclosure  just  large  enough  to  hold  two  said.  "We're  earning  the  right  to  be 
rwin-sized  mattresses  pushed  together,  heard  here." 

fhey' ve  salvaged  some  of  their  belong-  The  volunteers  delivered  pre-assem- 


BACK  AT  HOME  —  Rosa  Inostroza  de  Santibanez  watches  her 
Anahfc  play  in  the  light  cast  from  the  window  of  their  new  shete 
Arkansas  Baptists.  (BP  pholohak 


r-otd  daughter 
i  Chilean  and 


Fisherman  Manuel  Arias  came  home  Baptist  Church)  responded  to  a 

-  £  ;1--  gathering  to  find  his  request  Barros  made  on  a  Christian 

I  dock  destroyed.  "I  was  radio  station  for  help  in  transporting 

e,  not  knowur  — -  ■*-  "  ~  — ‘  *  * 

"I  almost  felt 


the  shelters  prefabricated  by  volun¬ 
teers  in  Temuco.  He  donated  the  use  of 
his  open-bed  transfer  truck,  which  he 
uses  to  transport  beehives.  He  drove 
the  shelters  80  miles  to  Tirua  and 

-  - -  helped  with  their  construction. 

keep  moving  forward,"  Arias  said.  *1  always  like  to  help  and  when  1 

Mario  Barros,  president  of  Iglesia  heard  Mano  on  the  radio...  I  saw  this  as 
Misionera  Internacional  Agape  a  possibility  to  do  that,"  Prado  said. 
(Agape  International  Missionary  It  took  Chilean  and  Arkansas 
Church,  an  association  of  national  Baptist  volunteers  about  three  days  to 
Baptist  congregations),  met  with  the  construct  sections  for  five  shelters.  It 
mayor  of  Tirua  the  day  before  volun-  will  take  several  weeks  to  construct 
leers' siitvet!  with  tire  shelters*-  the -hundreds  of  shelters  that  have 

"We  want  to  be  organized  and  be  a  been  requested,  Tomlinson  said. 

channel  of  hope  to  those  who  need  it"  - 

said  Barros,  who  works  alongside  Editor's  note  Updated  prayer  requests  for 


PORT-AU-PRINCE,  Haiti  (BP  "I'd  love  to  be  able  to  explain  smaller  local 
ami  local  reports)  —  While  trav-  what  happened  with  the  car," 
eling  to  a  crusade  in  Bouce  Culbreth  said,  "but  I  know  if  we 
Carre,  Haiti,  the  vehicle  carrying  had  purchased  the  new  hose  we 
Craig  Culbreth  broke  down  in  a  would  have  stored  it  inside  the 
remote  area.  Peering  under  the  car.  Nor  can  I  explain  why  it 
hood  at  a  busted  radiator  hose,  was  the  exact  size  we  needed." 

Culbreth  and  his  traveling  com-  He  does  believe,  however,  Culbreth 
panions,  De  Louis  Labranche  that  the  incident  is  just  one  of  tors  met  with 
and  Michele  Elius,  who  nerve  many  ways  "God  has  proved  for  as  long 
with  the  Confratemite  how  much  He  cares  about  the  explaining  tne 

Miasionaire  Baptiste  d'Haiti  con-  work  being  done  in  Haiti"  * _ _L  I _ „  _ 

ventiqn  CMBH),  were  soon  sur-  through  Southern  Baptists  crusades  were  two  voodoo 


tors  who  take  the  rice  back  to 
their  churches  to  distribute  to 
their  communities. 

„  _ -  Yet  as  volunteer  chaplains, 

said  Culbreth,  a  former  including  some  from  Florida's 

st  Association, 
Ptirt-au-Prince- 
pastors  and  their  wives,  they 


- have  the  worship  service." 

reported  another  18,038  con-  Starting  churches  in  Haiti  is 
versions,  totaling  58,167  new  "unlike  church  planting  irf  the 
Christian  believers  in  their  U.S.,"  t  M  ~  “ 

Ice-scarred  land.  church  planter.  "We  start  a  Seminole 

crusades  he  attended,  church,  say  'here  it  is'  and  then  counseled 
noted,  the  Haitian  pas-  try  to  reach  people.  In  Haiti, 
with  the  new  believers  they  reach  people  and  when 
long  as  three  hours  they  are  saved,  start  the  church  dies  were 
,  j  their  newfound  faith,  like  the  early  New  Testament  The  Hi 
Among  those  attending  the  Christians  in  the  Book  of  Acts."  rificed  th 
?  In  the  two  months  since  the  meet  neet 

priests  who  came  to  know  earthquake,  CMBH  pastors  have  GeneGre 
Christ  before  the  earthquake,  distributed  87.5  tons  of  rice  pur-  Life  Chui 
Their  transformation  led  to  chased  in  Haiti  by  Florida  Baptist  traveled  t 
the  conversion  of  many  other  disaster  relief  funds,  providing  "Even 

- 1 - - - 680,933  meals  to  people  mostly  they  have 

in  the  Port-au-Prince  region,  ing  it  to  d 
Florida  Baptists  have  a  15-year  Gregorys 
-en  new  churches  also  partnership  with  the  CMBH  and  fromothei 


laiti.  Baptist  Their  transformation  led  to 
urtuig  nation  the  conversion  of  many  < 
to  the  Gospel  voodoo  priests,  Culbreth  said, 
spawning  a  A  Second  wave  of  crusades 
,  to  their  task.  ^  began  on  March  22. 
lifter  the  quake.  Seven  new  l 
reported  40,127  have  been  started  among  the  employ  seven  ministry  directors  unmanageable  lines  quickfv 
utnamong  then  Haitians,  one  with  140  people  in  to  start  new  churches  —  which  form  vying  for  food,  he  reported 
aitians  sought  attendance,  Culbreth  reported,  have  totaled  890  to  date.  "Our  pastors  do  not  Wantto 

e  nibble.  Tnis  Another  church  was  planted  in  During  the  week  of  March  stand  mlfoefor  food  because  the 
renewal  com-  a  Port-au-Prince  garbage  dump  22,  a  second  food  distribution  lines  become  unruly  and  thev  do 
ors,  with  fund-  where  one  of  the  Haifian  pas-  began  of  60  tons  of  rice  shipped  not  believe  it  is  a  g^od  witocL" 
Florida  Baptist  tors  lives.  A  pastor  in  another  by  Florida  Baptists  to  the  port  During  the 8  months  of 
conduct  a  senes  dty  sent  pews  for  church  mem-  in  St.  Marc.  The  food  distnbu-  February  and  March,  more  than 
m  the  nation.  hereto  sit  on  amid  the  refuse.  tions  in  Port-au-Prince,  as  well  90  Southern  Baptist  volunteers 
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faith  willingly  and  effectively,  have  only  hoped  as  unbel  ev- 
Oh,  were  we  so  anxious  for  ere  hope,  only  wistful  trust 
lost  souls!  which  rests  on  nothing  eternal. 

Beginning  in  15:12,  Paul  The  cross  is  at  the  heart  of 
boldly  proclaims  that  resurrec-  the  Christian  gospel;  but,  by 
tion  is  the  foundation  of  the  itself,  it  is  cruel  and  riot  good 
Christian  faith.  What  a  depress-  news.  “Without  the  resurrec- 
ing  situation  it  would  he  if  tion,  the  gospel  is  a  lie,  the 
Christ  was  not  raised  from  the  Christian  life  is  a  vacuum,  and 
dead— no  real  basis  for  the  Christian  hope  is  a  delu- 
Christian  hope.  “And  if  Christ  sion."  (First  Corinthians  for 
has  not  been  raised,  our  preach-  Today,  Dean)  But  Christ  has 
ing  is  useless  and  so  is  your  indeed  been  raised  from  the 
faith.  More  than  that,  we  are  dead  offering  the  world  heme, 
then  found  to  be  false  witnesses  forgiveness,  and  life  after 
about  God,  for  we  have  testified  death.  "Death  has  been  swal- 
about  God  that  he  raised  Christ  lowed  up  in  victory.  Where,  O 
from  the  dead.  But  he  did  not  death  is  your  victory?  Where, 
raise  him  if  in  fact  the  dead  are  O  death,  is  your  sting?  . . .  But 
not  raised."  (15:14-15  NTV)  thanks  be  to  God!  He  gives  us 

Verse  19  has  been  translated  the  victory  through  our  Lord 
and  interpreted  in  two  ways.  Jesus  Chrik."  (1554b- 56  NIV) 
The  first,  "If  for  this  life  only 

we  have  hoped  in  Christ,  we  ‘Living,  he  loved  me;  dying, 
are  of  all  men  most  to  be  he  saved  me; 

pitied,"  (RSV)  which  means  Buried,  he  carried  my 

that  Christians  are  to  be  pitied  sins  far  away, 

if  their  hope  is  only  an  earthly  Rising,  he  justified  freely  forever. 
hope,  not  an  eternal  hope.  The  One  day  he’s  coming 

crw'nnd  an  ^  mnef  nenkaKLr  m  iIimih ■  i  1  * 


Bible  Studies  for  Life'  St,'; 

When  Easter  Becomes  Bnt-9  p°Irt“ono»,  ii"h 

Just  Another  Holiday  S  — 

I  Corinthians  15:1-4, 12-19-,  54b-58  religions  that  seem  to 

I  be  accepted  into  the 

.  mainstream  of  our 

By  Marion  D.  Duncan _  eyes  of  God.  Gloriously,  Duncan  society.  Several 

.  tne  Christian  belief  is  times  in  the  last  cou- 

The  problem  in  1  that  the  whole  man  will  rise  pie  of  weeks,  I  have  heard  one 
Corinthians  15  is  not  that  the  again  and  in  a  body  and  soul  of  our  missionaries  from  an 
believers  doubted  the  fit  for  heaven.  undisclosed  part  of  the  world 

Resurrection  of  Christ,  but  Paul  reminded  the  brothers  talk  about  discipling  the  new 
questioned  resurrection  of  the  that  he  preached  to  them  the  Christians  where  he  lives.  A 
body.  From  the  Old  gospel  which  they  received  program  called  Training  for 
Testament,  very  little  is  known  and  by  which  they  were  saved.  Trainers  (T  for  T)  is  used  for 
about  the  belief  of  the  Jews  They  could  be  confident  in  discipling  the  new  believer  in 
concerning  die  immortality  of  their  faith  because  it  was  based  the  Christian  life  through 
the  soul  and  the  resurrection  of  on  historical  events.  "For  what  scripture  and  doctrine.  After 
the  body.  After  death,  all  men  I  received  1  passed  on  to  you  as  each  lesson,  the  student  is 
were  in  Sheol — a  place  cut  off  of  first  importance:  that  Christ  required  to  go  out  into  his 


Christ  was  and  the  Christians  as  it  affected  the 

skeptical  report  Apostles.  To  be  a  follower  of 

about  the  angels  and  Christ  one  does  not  have  to 

the  empty  tomb.  understand  everything  per- 

Jesus  firmly  con-  fectly,  as  faith  is  a  lire  long 
fronted  their  unbelief  growing  process  anchored  in 
and  explained  the  Christ.  lude  1:22,  commands 
reality  of  the  fulfill-  the  right  attitude  toward 
ment  of  the  Scriptures  doubters^  "Be  ^ ^ merciful^to 

As  they  approach  passage  that  has  helped  me  is 
Emmaus,  the  men  John  20:29.  “Because  you 
plead  with  Jesus  to  stay  with  nave  seen  me,  you  have 
them.  During  supper  that  believed,  blessttl  are  those 
night,  as  Christ  took  the  bread,  who  have  not  seen  and  yet 
broke  it  and  gave  it  to  them,  the  believed."  Do  not  be  dragged 
bible  says,  their  eyes  were  down  in  doubt,  remember 
opened  and  they  recognized  that  nothing  in  all  creation 
him  and  he  disappeared  from  can  separate  us  from  the  love 
their  right."  They  immediately  of  Goa  in  Christ!! 
return  to  Jerusalem.  Forgiveness  is  Available  to  All 

As  they  are  gathered  togeth-  -  Luke  24.-44-49 

er  in  Jerusalem,  Jesus  suddenly  Luke  24:44-49  says,  "This  is 
appears  in  their  midst.  He  what  is  written:  The  Christ  will 

spoke  to  diem  and  let  them  suffer  and  rise  from  the  dead  on 

observe  and  touch  his  body,  but  the  third  day,  and  repentance 

some  still  doubted,  so  he  took  and  forgiveness  of  sins  will  be 

some  fish  and  ate  it  in  their  preached  in  his  name  to  all 
cussion.  They  react  in  disbe-  presence, provinghis humanity,  nations,  beginning  in 
lief,  how  could  someone  have  Paul  said,  "if  Christ  has  not  Jerusalem.'  The  heart  a f  God 
Just  come  from  Jerusalem  and  been  raised  your  faith  is  through  Christ  can  be  summed 

not  known  what  happened?  futile;  you  are  still  in  your  up  in  one  word,  reconciliation. 

They  explain  what  Christ  did,  sins  (1  Cor  15:17)."  We  are  reconciled  to  God 

how  he  died,  who  they  hoped  Occasionally,  doubt  affects  all  through  Christ  then  to  man. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Resurrection  Hope 


Reports  skew  debate  on  proposed  textbook  standards 

GRAPEVINE,  Texas  (BP) —  |  |  In  the  Interfaith  Alliance's  unalienable  rights"  and  "identify  the  gious  belief  is  anathema.  It  is  thos 

Despite  news  reports  to  the  I  letter  to  textbook  publishers,  freedoms  and  rights  guaranteed  by  voices  who  are  screaming  most  loudl 


candidate  for  governor,  claimed  on  Iujwe  said  religious  references  are 
March  17:  "Last  week  the  Texas  State  plentiful  in  the  country's  founding  doc- 
Board  of  Education,  led  by  [Gov.]  Rick  uments,  which  are  heavily  emphasized 

in  the  standards.  McLeroy  said  the 
country  was  founded  on  "biblical"  prin¬ 
ciples  from  Judaism  and  Christianity, 
"but  you  den  t  see  us  putting  it  in  the 
standards  that  we  are  a  Christian  nation 
and  no  one  is  pushing  for  that." 

"The  whole  idea  of  the  nature  of 
man  —  man  created  in  the  image  of 
,  God,  man  as  fallen  —  those  things  are 

?d  numerous  times  in  U.S.  government  found  throughout  [the  founders 'writ- 
and  American  history,  according  to  ings).  Those  are  the  core  beliefs  about 

the  nature  of  man  that  make  our  coun¬ 
try  unique  —  the  importance  of  the 
individual  created  in  God's  image; 
you  don't  have  a  king;  and  the  idea  of 
man  as  fallen.  You  cannot  trust  man 
100%  so  you  have  a  separation  of 
powers.  That  whole  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  founded  upon  a  biblical  view 
of  the  nature  of  man." 

During  the  meeting,  the  board  also 
ishing  Tiis  term  turned  back  some  controversial  revi- 
lefeated  in  the  sions  offered  by  teams  comprised  of 
.  .  ,  Thomas  Ratliff,  teachers  and  scholars.  The  board  voted 

ly  considered  a  moderate,  said  he  to  retain  requirements  that  students 
most  were  voted  for  removing  Jefferson  from  the  learn  about  historical  notables  such  as 
„  *s  h»ith  but  world  history  Enlightenment  period  Albert  Einstein  and  Thomas  Edison 
in  a  national  church  con-  because  Jefferson  was  merely  *a  son"  of  and  added  language  about  significant 
ederal  government."  Enlightenment  thinkers  such  as  John  political  ideas,  including  the  Laws  of 

indards  require,  among  Locke,  Thomas  Hobbes,  and  Voltaire.  Nature  and  Nature's  God  cited  in  the 
hat  students  "trace  the  Responding  to  critics  who  say  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
of  religious  freedom  in  board  has  a  religious  agenda,  Lowe  The  new  standards  will  face  a  final 
ates"  and  "analyze  the  said,  "The  social  studies  framework  is  vote  in  May  when  the  board  meets. 
MMiatlment  guaran-  not  about  religious  dogma,  church  Standards  for  given  subjects  are 
,ou®  freedom  on  the  traditions  or  specmc  denominational  revised  every  10  years,  The  board  has  a 
V  Additionally,  beliefs.  To  the  secular,  radical  left  10-5  Republican  majority  and  an  eight- 

t  "identify  and  define  thinker,  however,  any  mention  of  reli-  member  conservative  voting  bloc. 


Additionally,  "Nowhere  II 
in  our  social  studies  curricu- 
lum  standards  is  America 
referred  to  as  a  Christian 
nation,"  said  board  chairman 
Gail  Lowe,  a  Republican  from 

Lampasas,  Texas,  contrary  l_  ™ _ 

a  March  22  letter  to  textbook  i 
ers  by  the  liberal  Interfaith  Alliance 

Baptist  Texan,  the  news  journal  of  the 
Southern  Baptists  of  Texas,  about  new 
social  studi 
public.'  schools, 

McLeroy,  the  immediate  past  board  o _ 

chairman,  said  widely  circulated  freedoms  of 

news  reports  contained  numerous  — “  - *L 

inaccuracies,  including  claims  that 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  left  out  of  the 
standards,  that  First  Amendment  reli-  very  dearly  prevents  Congress  from 
gious  freedom  guarantees  were  omit-  establishing  a  national  church,  but  it 

fed  because  conservative  board  mem-  also  promotes  the  free  exercise  of  reli- 

bers  reject  the  concept  of  church-state  gion.  Students  need  to  understand  that 
separation,  and  that  religious  dogma  mis  is  what  the  founders  intended.  It  is 
hard  crept  into  the  standards.  inaccurate  to  say  the  Founding  Fathers 

The  board  meeting,  held  March  10-  were  neutral  about  " 

12  in  Austin,  made  national  and  inter-  strong  | 
national  news  chiefly  because  Texas  did  not 
buys  or  distributes  about  48  million  trolled  I 
textbooks  annually,  influencing  text-  The 
book  content  for  most  other  states.  other  tl 
The  Guardian  newspaper  of  London  develoi 
daimed  on  its  blog  that  the  board  was  the  Un 


Lowe  freedom  in  America  by  bar-  a 

ring  government  from  pro-  ins] 
to  claims  in  moting  or  disfavoring  any  particular 
*>k  publish-  religion  over  all  others." 
gg — McLeroy  said  he  believed  Knight's 
In  interviews  with  the  Southern  amendment  would  paint  the  founders 

“  as  neutral  toward  religion  generally. 

its  of  Texas,  about  new  "They  weren't,"  McLeroy  said.  "They  copies  of  the  standards'  obtained  by  the 
standards  for  Texas  simply  didn't  want  a  state  church,  a  Texan.  As  of  March  22,  the  Texas 
Lowe  and  Don  state  religion.  That's  it.  To  say  that  we  Education  Agency  had  yet  to  post  the 
were  against  protecting  the  religious  standards  online  for  public  viewing. 

!  all  the  people,  that  is  all  Lowe  said,  "The  only  historical  figure 

spin  4rom  the  Texas  Freedom  Network,  mentioned  more  times  than  Thomas 
That' s  all  it  is.  because  it* s  not  right."  Jefferson  in  our  curriculum  standards  is 
Lowe  added:  "The  First  Amendment  George  Washington.  There  is  no  way 

'  students  in  Texas  will  avoid  learning  of 
his  contributions  to  our  count”' " 
McLeroy,  who 


by  God,  not  by  government  and  TEXAN:  Why  was  Thomas  phies  of  the  founding  fathers, 

that  religion  and  morality  are  Jefferson  removed  from  the-  including  Thomas  Jefferson, ort 
necessary  pillars  of  society,  as  Enlightenment  period  and  die  development  of  die  U.S. 
George  Washington  said.  where  does  he  appear  in  the  government  as  well  as  identify 

_  new  standards?  him  as  a  significant  individual 

TEXAN:  How  do  you  in  the  field  of  government  and 

re<  pond  to  the  Interfaith  LOWE:  A  proposal  had  been  politics. 

Alliance's  allegation  that  the  made  to  list  Jefferson  in  the  As  author  of  the 
conservatives  on  the  board  World  history  course  .with  Declaration  of  Independence, 
believe  "the  Founders  did  not  European  Enlightenment  fig-  Jefferson  also  will  be  studied 
intend  for  the  nation  to  have  ures  John  Locke,  Thomas  in  reference  to  that  pivotal 
separation  of  church  and  state"?  Hobbes,  Voltaire,  Charles  de  document.  The  only  historical 
.  ,  Montesquieu,  and  Jean  Jacques  figure  mentioned  more  times 

LOWE:  A  critical  priority  of  Rousseau,  who  influenced  polit-  than  Thomas  Jefferson  in  our 
the  State  Board  of  Education  in  ical  revolutions  from  1750  to  die  curriculum  standards  is 
our  revision  of  the  curriculum  present  Since  Thomas  Jefferson  George  Washington.  There  is 
standards  has  been  to  emphasize  Aid  his  political  philosophies  no  way  students  in  Texas  will 
the  founding  documents,  such  as  are  so  heavily  emphasized  in  avoid  learning  of  his  contri- 
the  Magna  Carta,  the  Declaration  the  study  of  American  history  buttons  to  our  country, 
of  Independence,  (and)  the  US.  and  US.  government  courses,  ' 

Constitution.  We  believe  stu-  members  voted  not  to  add  this  TEXAN:  Is  the  conserva- 
dents  need  a  stronger  grasp  of  reference  in  world  history  so  five  bloc  of  the  board  allow- 
the  freedoms  guaranteed  in  students  could  devote  more  ing  its  religious  beliefs  to 
these  documents.  The  First  time  to  learning  about  these  cause  it  to  push  an  "inaccu- 
Amendment  very  dearly  pre-  additional  philosophers.  rate  history  of  our  country" 

vents  Congress  from  establishing  Thomas  Jefferson  is  taught  in  and  indoctrinate  students  in 

a  national  church,  but  it  also  pro-  Grade  five  as  a  founding  father  right-wing  political  ideology? 
motes  the  free  exercise  of  reli-  and  patriot  hero.  Students  must 

gion.  Students  need  to  under-  be  able  to  state  his  contributions  LOWE:  The  social  studies 
stand  that  this  is  what  the  during  the  Revolutionary  framework  is  not  about  reli- 
fou riders  intended.  It  is  inaocu-  Period  Jefferson  also  is  taught  gious  dogma,  church  traditions 
rate  to  say  the  founding  fathers  in  Grade  8,  where  students  or  specific  denominational 
were  neutral  about  religion;  most  must  explain  the  significant  role  beliefs.  To  the  secular,  radical 
were  strong  proponents  of  reli-  he  played  during  the  American  left  thinker,  howevec  any  men- 
gious  faith  but  did  not  believe  in  Revolution.  In  high  school  stu-  tion  of  religious  belief  is  anath- 
a  national  church  controlled  by  dents  must  identify  the  contri-  ema.  It  is  those  voices  who  are 
the  federal  government  butions  of  the  political  philoso-  screaming  most  loudly**  „„ 

hrttii  '»>*.’  ••  -  >  •  •flAHutifeotoM 
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Gambling  pits  Baptist  officeholders  against  each  other 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Two  Southern  Baptist  politi¬ 
cians  are  at  the  center  of  a  gam¬ 
bling  debate  in  Alabama,  where 
the  state's  governor  says  elec¬ 
tronic  bingo  machines  are  ille¬ 
gal  and  the  attorney  general 
says  they're  net  in  some  cases. 

Gov.  Bob  Riley  a  Republican 
and  member  of  First  Crunch  in 
Ashland,  formed  a  Task  Force  on 
Illegal  Gambling  more  than  a 
year  ago  to  enforce  state  laws  that 
outlaw  various  forms  of  gam¬ 
bling  including  slot  machines. 

*  A  judge  ruled  on  March  8 
that  attorney  general  TVoy  King, 
a  Republican  and  a  member  of 


machines,  but  some  counties 
have  passed  constitutional 
amendments  allowing  tradi¬ 
tional  paper  bingo  for  charity. 

Sixteen  counties  and 
two  towns  in  die  state  — * — 
have  such  amend¬ 
ments,  The  Alabama 
Baptist  reported,  with 
four  of  the  counties 
currently  operating  the 
video  bingo  machines. 

Casinos  have 

cropped  up  in  Alabama 
to  compete  with 
Mississippi's  Gulf 

Coast  complexes,  and 
millions  of  dollars  have 


no6,  are  in  fact  an  illegal  form  of 


First  Church  in  Montgomery,  been  poured  into  the 
should  decide  whether  to  pros-  industry  with  some 
ecute  gambling  operators.  casinos  resembling 

At  issue  are  thousands  of  elec-  those  in  Las  Vegas, 
tronic  bingo  machines,  which  Glitzy  high-rise 
look  and  pJay  like  slot  machines  hotels  and  other  attractions 
but  dole  out  cash  based  on  rapid,  are  meant  to  make  Alabama  a 
computerized  games  of  bingo,  vacation  destination,  the 
according  to  manufacturers  gambling  industry  says. 

Last  fall  the  Alabama 


explicitly 


constitution 
forbids  slot 


Supreme  Court  ruled  that  elec 
tronic  bingo  machines,  which 
are  prevalent  in  the  state's  casi 


I  n„rn  .loo,  lo  .. 
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"have  none  of  the  elements  of 
human  skill  and  interaction 
that  are  funda¬ 
mental  to  the 
game  of  bingo." 

Furthermore, 
the  court  said 
the  machines 
"operate  almost 
exactly  like  slot 
machines." 
Riley  said  the 
ruling  was  a 
clear  victory  for 
his  task  force, 
which  was  set 
to  shut  down 


r»ji  ,  halls.  King, 

W*  .  „ asked 

district  attorneys 
in  counties  with  constitutional 
amendments  allowing  paper 
bingo  to  study  the  ruling  and 
determine  if  the  machines  used 
in  their  areas  are  legal. . 


Now  88,  John  Patterson  told 
The  News  hie  has  watched  with 
dismay  as  electronic  bingo  has 
taken  root  in  the  state.  "lrs  just 
like  Phenix  City,"  he  said. 
"Gambling  brings  the  bad  peo¬ 
ple  to  town  and  brings  out  the 
bad  in  good  people.  There's 
nothing  about  it  that's  good." 

"There's  a  group  of  people 
in  the  legislature  who  think 
gambling  is  the 
answer  to  all  their 
problems," 

Patterson  said. 

"Gambling  never 
solved  any...  prob¬ 
lem." 

In  more  recent 
history,  another 
southern  state  was 
able  to  hold  back 
the  trend  toward 
expanded  gam¬ 
bling.  A  decade 
ago,  the  South 
Carolina  Supreme  v.. 

Court  ruled  that  ".l 

video  poker 
games  were  illegal,  and  the 
state's  34,000  video  poker 
machines  were  reduced  to 
contraband. 

South  Carolina  churches  had 


King 


Baptist  opposition  games  were  illegal,  and  the 

At  their  annual  meeting  in  state's  34,000  video  poker 
November,  messengers  to  the  machines  were  reduced  to 
Alabama  Baptist  State  contraband. 

Convention  passed  a  resolu-  South  Carolina  churches  had 
tion  on  bingo  gambling,  noting  organized  a  campaign  against 
that  the  Alabama  constitution  the  machines,  ana  former  Gov. 
prohibits  games  of  chance  and  David  Beasley,  a  Southern 
the  18  areas  with  constitution-  Baptist  called  the  video  games 
al  amendments  only  approve  the  "crack  cocaine  of  gambling." 
limited  charity  bingo  tor  the 

benefit  of  nonprofit  oiganiza-  Nothing  like  bingo 


tions  and  for  no  other  purpose. 
^  Local^ governing  bodies, 

such  amendments  as  a  means 
of  allowing  unlawful  elec¬ 
tronic  bingo  gambling  to  pro¬ 
liferate.  Alabama  Baptists 
reaffirmed  their  opposition  to 
electronic  bingo  gambling  in 
the  state  and  called  on  pastors 
to  inform  their  congregations 
on  the  ill  effects  of  gambling. 

Southern  Baptists  in 
Alabama  also  asked  the  state 
legislature  to  oppose  legisla¬ 
tion  that  would  permit  or 
expand  gambling  of  any  type, 
including  charity  bingo. 

Sordid  history 

Residents  familiar  with 
Alabama  history  have  expressed 
concern  that  legalized  gambling 
statewide  could  lead  to  a  repeat 
of  a  dark  part  of  Alabama's  past 
Phenix  City,  on  the  Georgia  bor¬ 
der  near  Fort  Berating,  was 
known  in  the  1940s  and  5(js  as  the 
"wickedest  city  in  America" 
because  ol  gambling,  crime;  and 
prostitution. 

In  1954.  Albert  Patterson  won 


Nothing  like  bingo 
Riley,  Alabama' s  govi 
used  a  significant  portion 


January  to  warn  against  legaliz¬ 
ing  slot  machines.  ^  can't  imag¬ 
ine  anyone  who  thinks  the  best 
way  to  help  our  economy  is  to 
have  Alabamians  lose  billions 
of  dollars  gambling,"  he  said. 

"This  is  not  money  spent  in 
the  community  at  local  business¬ 
es  where  it  would  sustain  jobs 
and  help  the  local  economy," 
Riley  said.  "No,  this  money  is 
taken  out  of  that  county  and  sent 
to  out-of-state  slot  machine  mak¬ 
ers  and  gambling  bosses." 

Any  scheme  that  will  legal¬ 
ize  slot  machines  under  the 
pretext  of  generating  new  rev¬ 
enue  is  the  biggest  hustle  in 
Alabama's  history,  he  said. 

"Of  course,  they  don't  call  it 
that.  They  call  it  bingo,"  he 
said,  "but  you  weren't  bom 
yesterday  and  neither  was  I. 
This  is  nothing  like  bingo. 
These  are  slot  machines  pure 
and  simple,  and  they  are  illegal 
for  a  reason.  They  are  illegal 
because  they’re  bad  for  our 
families,  bad  for  taxpayers  and 


In  1954.  Albert  Patterson  won  families,  bad  for  taxpayers  and 
a  primary  for  state  attorney  gen-  they're  bad  for  Alabama." 

*  on  the  promise  to  dean  up  The  governor  went  oh  to 
Phenix  City,  but  before  he  could  describe  the  social  cost  of  gam- 


Phenix  City,  but  before  he  could 
win  the  general  election  he  was 
shot  outside  the  law  practice  he 
shared  with  his  son  John. 

A  sheriff's  deputy  was  con¬ 
victed  Albert  Patterson's 
murder,  and  other  offidals 
were  linked  to  the  crime. 

The  son  was  elected  attorney 
general  in  his  father's  place  and 
went  became  Alabama  s  young¬ 
est  governor.  His  political  career 
spanned  half  a  century,  The 
Birmingham  News  recounted. 


casino  operations. 

Casino  raids 

Two  weeks  later.  Mobile 
County  district  attorney  John 
Tyson,  commander  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor's  task  force  on  illegal 
gambling,  attempted  to  raid 
two  casinos.  Victory  Land  in 
Macon  County  and  Country 
Crossing  in  Houston  County. 

Country  Crossing  dosed  its 
doors  shortly  before 
state  troopers 
arrived,  and  Tyson 
considered  that  a 
success  because  the 
casino  ceased  opera¬ 
tion  and  remains 
dosed  —  but  eventu¬ 
ally  a  judge  issued  a 
restraining  order  on 
behalf  of 

Victory  Land,  which 
uses  about  8,000 
electronic  bingo 
machines  and 

lg  ««P*°ys  U®  peo- 

USA  Today  has 
described  Alabama's  gam¬ 
bling  fight  as  unique  because 
electronic  bingo  operators 
have  built  the  fadlities  and 
are  employing  thousands  of 
people,  daring  the  state  to 
come  after  them  in  an  econo¬ 
my  where  jobs  are  at  a  premi¬ 
um. 

On  March  8,  circuit  Judge 
Robert  Vance  Jr.  ruled  that  the 
attorney  general  should  step 
in  ana  defend  the  state's 
interests  in  gambling  cases. 
Hi.  slfffK?  wi  wkXr  the 
governor's  task  force  has  the 
authority  to  enforce  gambling 
laws  was  less  dear. 

On  March  15,  Riley 
appealed  Vance's  ruling  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  now 
the  court  must  consider  who 
should  be  in  charge  of  bingo 
litigation. 

Riley's  attorneys  argue  that 
the  governor  as  supreme 
executive  of  the  state  has  the 
ultimate  authority  over  state 
litigation  if  there  is  a  conflict 
between  the  governor  and  the 
attorney  general.  The 
Birmingham  News  said. 

"Judge  Vance's  ruling  repre¬ 
sents  judicial  activism  at  its 
worst,*  Riley  said  before 
appealing.  *The  law  of 
Alabama  dearly  gives  the  gov¬ 
ernor  the  authority  to  designate 
certain  active  ana  retired  dis¬ 
trict  attorneys  to  appear  in 
cases  anywhere  in  the  state,  but 
Judge  Vance  has  invented  an 
additional  requirement  that  toe 
attorney  general  must  give 
advance  approval  before  they 
canpartidpate  in  such  cases. 

"That  may  be  what  Judge 
Vance  thinks  toe  law  should  be, 
but  that  is  not  what  the  law  is. 


aescnne  tne  social  cost  ot  gam-  "That  may  be  what  Judge 
bling,  and  he  said  that  in  states  Vance  thinks  the  law  should  be, 
with  casinos,  for  every  dollar  but  that  is  not  what  the  law  is. 
casinos  contribute  in  taxes,  they  Judge  Vance  has  clearly  exceed - 
cost  taxpayers  at  least  three  doJ-  ed  his  authority  in  legislating 
lars  in  additional  government  from  the  bench, 
services  to  deal  with  toe  dev  as-  Rilev  also  aooealed  to  the 


lars  in  additional  government 
services  to  deal  with  toe  devas¬ 
tation  the  casinos  leave  behind. 

Riley  that  night  urged  law¬ 
makers  to  reaffirm  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  rule  of  law  and 
to  enforce  the  statutes  forbid¬ 
ding  illegal  gambling  rather 
than  continuing  to  overlook 


Riley  also  appealed  to  toe 
Supreme  Court  another  cir¬ 
cuit  judge's  March  5  ruling 
blocking  the  task  force  from 
taking  action  at  any  bingo 
casino  anywhere  in  toe  state 
Sinless  the  local  district  attor¬ 
ney  requests  its  assistance. 


